
Frisby on the Wreake Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on 22 November 2011 at 7.30pm, in the Methodist Centre.  

Present:
Cllrs, Patterson, Palmer, Ford, Sercombe.
In attendance;   Orson

Public meeting concerning Access to ‘The Lakes’.

The Chair outlined the current situation with regard to the lakes area. 

A planning application was approved in 2008 for the development that is taking place.  Concerned that access may be denied to some areas which local residents have enjoyed for very many years, a local working group have submitted an application for a DMMO to register the footpath around the lakes and secure it for the future use of local residents.  
More recently, the Chair received a phone call from PC Martin Taylor indicating that there had been trouble on the lakes site and suggesting that the PC meet up with the developer(Mr Carney).  As a result, three members of the PC met with the developer.  He stressed that his 100 acre site is privately owned and is being developed as a fishing resort. He also stated that although there is no public right of way at this moment in time, he is quite happy for people to keep walking around the lakes, so long as they keep to certain conditions which he feels need to be adhered to if the access is to continue. He emphasised that the majority of people were using the area in an appropriate manner, but a few were not. His conditions were that dogs must be kept on a lead at all times, and not be allowed to go in the water; dog owners must clear up after their dogs  and there must be no verbal or physical abuse of his staff.  Mr Carney gave examples of people walking dogs at 3am when people are fishing.  He explained that children will be using the site in the future so he does not want dog mess around the site.  He would like the facilities, such as the restaurant, to be available to residents of the village. 

The PC representatives then held an informal meeting with the footpath registration working party during which it was agreed that to keep the area open to the public, walkers should adhere to the basic rules – pick up dog poo, keep dogs on a lead and don’t allow dogs to enter the water, and do not harass staff. 

More recently, Mr Carney called for a further meeting with the PC representatives as another burglary had occurred on the site.  On this occasion, he said that for security reasons, he was considering closing off the site but that he would allow a gate to be open from 8am until dusk in the winter and 8am to 8pm in the summer. He pointed out that he had every right to close off the whole site if he so wished, but that he would wait to see if things improved with the involvement of the Frisby and Asfordby PCs.

At a meeting of both Parish Councils’ representatives, it was then agreed to put up signs stating the three rules that need to be adhered to and to leaflet the two villages with the same information.

There is some uncertainty as to who the owner of the site is at the present time, as it is still registered to the Cowman’s. Development work has halted at the moment, as the planning approval that was agreed in 2008 doesn’t meet the group’s current requirements. They have been advised by Melton BC to re-apply for planning permission to get the planning approval for the changes in the type of lodges that they want.  
Mark Newcombe, as DMMO working party rep. reported that progress has been slow at Leics CC. Cllr Orson has agreed to chase at LCC on our behalf. He also suggested that we apply for Common access. Mark Newcombe suggested that an application should be put in to make the area a Village Green. A resident reported that stiles have been put in and gates have been locked, which is already limiting access.  Those with pushchairs can no longer access the area. The question was asked if the environment agency have been involved. The PC have contacted MBC to make them aware of possible environmental concerns. The Rev’d Collins pointed out that Frisby is a conservation area and queried whether the development site formed part of this. A resident pointed out that many years ago there were stepping stones across the river to gain access so there has been a footpath for a long time. 
The Chair thanked local residents for the time and effort they are giving to support the resolution of this issue. 

1
Apologies – Cllr Thew
2
Minutes of the previous meeting

a
The minutes of the meeting of 11 October were agreed.
3
Matters Arising

a
The registration of a caution on the land at Mill Lane has not gone ahead.  Cllr Ford contacted the Land Registry but due to the enquiry having been lost, the Parish Council is not able to register a caution.
b
The Clerk has reported the dislodged cobble near to the cross at the top of Water Lane.  Councillors reported that it has still not been fixed.   








SB


c
Cllr Thew has begun investigation into a cascade system, but at the present time there are few volunteers, this may be because everyone on the list is called each time the defibrillator is needed at whatever time of day or night. Cllr Ford reported that a cascade system is in operation in Carlton PC and that she would seek further details concerning its operation. 







RT/KF 
d
The Clerk has reported the need for repair to the Hollow Lane sign at the Church Lane end. The repair has still not been effected.
SB
e
The Clerk has reported the gate at the start of the footpath near The Limes to LCC footpaths.

f
Cllr Palmer agreed to draft letter to Melton Planning outlining the possibility of a Play Area in Butt End and to see if this would be likely to be an acceptable location.  






CP

g
Two copies of the latest edition of the Parish Councillors guide have been received.  These were issued.

h
The Clerk to chase Western Power Distribution to cut the cherry tree down that is in the hedge on Wellfield Lane.  It was agreed that Cllr Palmer with contact an arboriculturist for advice on whether the tree should be reduced or removed.




SB/CP






i
The Clerk to give the contractor Cllr Sercombe’s phone number so that access can be gained to the field behind the bus shelter on the main A607.  The Clerk to request that the contractor cuts back the hedge between the signs obstructing visibility when exiting Gaddesby Lane onto the A607. 






SB

4
Public Participation
a
With regard to the proposal for development on the allotments site to the rear of Main Street, Mr Billings explained that a group of residents (approx 36) have submitted a list of their objections. The outline application was not acceptable because it is in a conservation area and due to this a full application is needed. Further reports have been requested by Melton BC (ecology reports and archaeology reports).   
b
Litter picking will take place this Saturday 26 November meeting at 9am at the village hall.
 5
Planning Applications

a
11/00771/TCA   Orchard House, 22 Water Lane, Frisby on the Wreake.

Retrospective approval for a wooden tree house 3m by 3m.

The Parish Council has no objection to this application.

b
11/00772/OUT  Land to the rear of the Bell Inn and other residential properties in Main Street, Frisby on the Wreake 


4 dwelling and 8 parking spaces.


The Parish Council strongly objects to this application. The Parish Council letter of 1 July was cited, this strongly opposed any development of a Protected Open Space noting that the land in question has been included as a POS in the Melton Local Plan. It also stated that the land has been used as allotments for over sixty years. Reference was also made to the reply from Melton BC (dated 7 July 2011) in which the status of the land as a POS is confirmed. Further points were made regarding the trees on neighbouring properties and the rear access to terraced properties on Main Street, the possible security implications of this together with the blind entry/exit onto Main Street being a potential safety hazard.  
6
School Governors Report
a
There was no governors report.     
7
Standing Orders

a
The Councillors agreed to read through them with a view to considering whether any amendments were needed and to review at the next meeting. 







        ALL
8
Access to the Frisby Lakes 
a
Several meetings have taken place as outlined above. The wording for a sign has been agreed with Asfordby PC.  It was agreed Cllr Sercombe will organise the purchase of three signs.         













CS
b
A further note is to be put through residents letters boxes, Cllr Patterson will get the draft put onto A5 and a master to Malcolm Britton for 260 copies to be produced.         


        DP  
c
It was agreed Cllr Palmer would draft a letter to send to LCC to request that priority be given to the application for the DMMO. 










CP/SB             
9
Queens Diamond Jubilee
a
It was agreed to put an article on this in the next issue of the Milestone to see if any groups are interested in putting something on by way of a celebration.
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10
Tidy up of land between Wellfield Lane & Church Lane

a
Our contractor has cut the hedge and cleared the path.  Residents have commented that the area look much cleaner and tidier. The Clerk has obtained a further price for the work in Butt End.  It was agreed to accept the price of £150 plus VAT, from Hill Top, to carry out the work. Cllr Palmer will get an arborculturist to look at the horse chestnut tree in the middle of the Butt End area to assist the Parish Council in making a decision on whether to retain the tree or have it removed.










SB/CP  

11
Burial Ground – hedge, plinths, review of rules & regulations

a
Malcolm Britton advised the Parish Council on the plinths needed. It was recommended that the remaining three plinths on the left hand side be put in, but that this work should be carried out during a relatively dry period, in the late spring of 2012. The Clerk to begin the process of obtaining quotes for the work. Cllr Sercombe and Malcolm Briton will remove the old hedge and re-plant a new hedge in the required position now that the new fence is in place. Malcolm has cut a considerable amount of the hedge over the last few weeks and for this he was thanked. It was also agreed the Burial Ground hedge will need flailing next September.






       CS
b
It was agreed Malcolm will get the annual service carried out on the mower and submit the bill to the Parish Council.

c
Malcolm Britton explained that the church authorities have not agreed any fee increases for January 2012.  In line with this it was agreed not to increase the Rotherby Lane Burial Ground prices from January 2012.
d
Regarding reservation of plots.  It was agreed that a form is needed and that a reservation fee will be charged and that the Clerk will then inform all parties (Malcolm Britton, David North and the Church administrator). It was agreed the fee for this will be £100.    
SB

          It was agreed that an email needs to be sent to the Clerk when MB knows of a burial. And that MB will send out a copy of the PC letter regarding rules and regulations that apply.
f
It was agreed that concrete plinths would not be suitable for children’s graves, as headstones would generally be smaller and a large plinth would swamp them.

12
Parish Plan

a
The possibility of a Parish Plan was discussed but it was agreed not to pursue at the present time.
13
Accounts and Bank Account


a
The Clerk presented the following accounts for payment;

Cheque No.

Payee






Amount





217

D Patterson – Easily,  domain name 
£           46.54
218

D Overfield – Hedge & grass etc
£
   285.00
219

LRALC – Chairs training


£
    25.00
220

SLCC  – two copies cllrs guide 

£
    29.50

221

LCC Highways – Slurry footpath

£
   161.88
222

S Booth –Clks sal & exps Nov/dec
£
  509.11
The accounts were accepted and the cheques were signed. 
SB
b
The Clerk has researched other possible banking options for the Parish Council.
It was agreed that in the current circumstances it was unlikely a better deal could be obtained than the one we have at present will the Bank of Ireland which doesn’t make any charges and pays a very small rate of interest (0.01%).  In view of this it was agreed to complete the new bank mandate for the Bank of Ireland. 
 
   DP/SB
c
The Clerk presented a draft budget for 2012/13 together with a revised estimate of income and expenditure for the current year.  The Clerk asked the councillors to consider any items they feel need budgeting for in 2012/13, as the precept will need to be determined at the next meeting. The Clerk pointed out that the precept had been halved since 2008/9 (£10,000 in 2008/9, £7,500 in 2009/10 and £5,000 in both 2010/11 and 2011/12).  This decision was taken in view of the level of balances that had built up, over £26,000 was held at 1.4.08.  However, in the current year and last year expenditure each year has been around £10,000 per annum. Clearly, this position will not be sustainable and the Clerk urged the Councillors to consider carefully the amount they wish to precept for 2012/13 whilst also being mindful of the current economic climate. 
14
Correspondence

a
Letter from Bank of Ireland querying why they have not received the bank mandate from the parish council. The Clerk to reply as agreed above at para. 13b.
b
Letter from Mr & Mrs Goldby regarding the planning application for residential development to the rear of Main Street.  

SB
c
Email from Cllr Thew informing that the defibrillator is operative.
d 
Email from the Frisby Cricket Club requesting support in their application to the Community Forum for a grant. Councillors have agreed to meet up with their Chair, Mr Hutchinson.  


DP

e
Email from residents of the old Post Office re holding the code for the defibrillator.  It was agreed that the residents would not need to hold the code.  The Clerk to inform.   




SB
f
Request from RCC for events to be included in the Village Diary of Events in 2012.  
g
A document from Melton BC on their Core strategy for Integrated Transport was received.  Comments requested by 30 November. 

h
An email was received from Mr & Mrs Goldby suggesting that the Damson tree in Butt end should be retained as it still produces fruit.  
i
Notice of election for Frisby Ward received together with notification of candidates.  The Clerk has displayed these notices.

j
Notice of Mayors Carol Service on 8 December at St Mary’s Church, Melton.

k
Letter received from the land registry regarding an application for registration of a person in adverse possession for the land in Mill Lane. The Parish Council has written back objecting to the application and referring to the Inspectors Report following the judicial hearing in November 2010. 
l
Notice was received of a Community payback scheme which has carried out simple schemes in some areas of the county.  Following discussion it was agreed not to access this scheme at the present time. 
15
Any Other Business
a
It was agreed to inform Mr Carney that a public meeting regarding access to ‘the lakes’ has taken place, and that the PC has agreed to put up signs and is in the process of producing a flyer to distribute to homes in Frisby. 
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16
Date and time of Next Meeting

a
The next meeting of the Frisby Parish Council will be on Tuesday 10 January 7.30pm in the Methodist Centre.
Signed





Chair of Frisby Parish Council

Date

 
 
January 2012 
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